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Learning to read is about listening and understanding 

and working out what’s printed on the page. Children 

should be exposed to a wide range of words. This will help 

build the vocabulary and improve understanding.  

This lesson will expand the knowledge of using word 

clines. After going through this module, you are expected 

to:  

a. Create and expand word clines. 

Directions: Look for a word that can be used instead of the 

underlined word in the sentence. Choose the letter of the 

best answer. Write your answer on a separate sheet of 

paper. 

1. The boy is happy. 

a. elegant b. delighted   c. fair  d. kind 

 

2. I love to watch funny videos. 

a. comical b. gracious   c. Wise  d. large 

 

3. Lorenzo is a smart kid. 

a. jolly  b. cute    c. clever d. tiny 

 

4. That is a huge building. 

a. small           b. wide              c. big            d. thick 

 

5. Mother moves quick in the kitchen. 

a. fast              b. slow                c. careful    d. careless 

 

             What I Need to Know 

  

What I Know 
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Lesson 

1 WORD CLINES 

 Word cline is a scale of language items that goes from 

one extreme to another. For example, when talking about 

temperature, we can choose from a range of words; 

freezing, cold, cool, warm, hot, boiling, sweltering. 

 The words may be similar in meaning or synonymous 

to each other. Still, when we put/group them, the intensity 

and the degree of the meaning of the words differ, it 

becomes easier for us to differentiate one from the other. 

 A word cline makes differentiating words easier. 

 

 

                What’s In 
 

Word cline is a string of words arranged in terms of 

strength or intensity of the word/phrase representing a 

certain idea. 

 Words can have nearly the same meaning but are 

different in degrees. Identifying words in a cline can 

help improve vocabulary. Word clines are scales of 

language that go from one extreme to another. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Directions: Write TRUE if the set of words are arranged 

according to their strength and arrange the words if 

not. Write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. 

_____1. warm, hot, boiling 

_____2. tiny, small, little 

_____3. big, huge, gigantic 

 What’s New 
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What Is It 

A word cline makes differentiating words easier. For 

example, the words promise, pledge, and vow all seem to 

have a similar meaning. One can arrange these three 

words by their strength.                                           

vow 

                             pledge 

                         promise 

 Word clines are useful in conveying and clarifying 

language, a visual representation of meaning, highlighting 

shades of meaning.  

 The following examples of words in cline: 

*mumble, whisper, say     *called, shouted, yelled 

*small, tiny, little                 *rough, hard, firm 

*sad, unhappy, upsetting   *big, huge, gigantic  

*freezing, cold, chilly        *good, well done, excellent 

*warm, hot, boiling 

 
What’s More 

 

Directions: Arrange the following words in ascending order 

by strength. Write 1-3 to show their order. Write 

your answers on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. ____ firm   2. ____ yelled  3.  ____mumble  

    ____ rough      ____ shouted      ____ whisper 

   ____ hard      ____ called       ____ say 

 
 

    What I Have Learned 
 

1. What is a word cline? 

2. Why are word clines useful? 
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Directions: What word is missing to complete the given 

description of each picture in a cline? Write the 

correct answer on a separate sheet. 

1.                     freezing, __________, chilly 

a. cool 

b. cold 

c. mild 

d. frost 
 

2.                    sad, unhappy, __________ 

a. lonely 

b. alone 

c. lost 

d. upsetting 

 

Directions: Arrange the following words in cline in terms of 

strength. 
 

1. small, little, tiny 

 

2. hot, boiling, warm 

 

3. upsetting, unhappy, sad 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  What I Can Do 

 Assessment 
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What’s New 

1.True 

2.Small, tiny, 
little 

3.True 
 

What’s More 

1.    3,2,1 

2.    3,2,1 

3.    3,2,1 

 

What I Can Do 

1.B 
2.D. 

 

Assessment 

1.Small, tiny, little 

2.Warm, hot, boiling 
3.Sad, unhappy, upsetting 

 

What I Have Learned 

1.Word cline makes differentiating words easier.  

2.Word clines are useful in conveying and clarifying language, a visual 
representation of meaning, highlighting shades of meaning. 

 

What I Know 

1.b 

2.a 
3.c 

4.c 
5.a 

6. 

               Answer Key 
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